
Viking River Cruises Renews Sponsorship of
MASTERPIECE On PBS through 2014

Los Angeles, CA, July 21—MASTERPIECE is proud to announce that Viking River Cruises has 
signed on for an additional two years as a national corporate sponsor for the series.

"Viking River Cruises has been an exemplary partner for MASTERPIECE," says 
MASTERPIECE executive producer Rebecca Eaton. "The fact that they are extending their 
sponsorship for two more years proves that MASTERPIECE viewers and Viking River Cruises 
travelers are an excellent fit." 

“Our partnership over the last year has been an overwhelming success and we are proud to 
continue our association with the finest programming on television,” says Richard Marnell, 
Senior Vice President of Marketing for Viking River Cruises. 

Recently celebrating its 40th year on PBS, MASTERPIECE is enjoying a significant surge in
popularity. Hit programs such as Downton Abbey and Sherlock have helped boost the audience 
for the series by 107% since 2008.

Fall 2012 titles for MASTERPIECE include a third season of the popular Wallander series 
starring Kenneth Branagh, and a second season of the Emmy®-nominated Upstairs Downstairs, 
with Alex Kingston joining the cast. In January, 2013 Emmy®-winner Downton Abbey returns 
for a third season.

Viking River Cruises, the world’s leading river cruise line, offers scenic cruising along the 
rivers of Europe, Russia, China, Southeast Asia and Egypt.  The company has received 
numerous awards over the years and was just named the Number One River Cruise Line in the 
World in Travel + Leisure’s 2012 World Best Awards. Condé Nast Traveler once again 
recognized Viking on its annual 2012 Gold List and the editors of Cruise Critic selected Viking 
as the Best River Cruise Line in 2011.  Viking’s cruises are designed to give travelers the fullest 
possible experience with unrivalled choice and comfort. More information about Viking can be 
found at  www.vikingrivercruises.com.

Funding for MASTERPIECE is provided by Viking River Cruises, with additional support from 
public television viewers and contributors to The MASTERPIECE Trust, created to help ensure 
the series future.

MASTERPIECE is presented on PBS by WGBH Boston. Rebecca Eaton is Executive Producer. 
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