
2013 MASTERPIECE Classic
Sweepstakes Grand Prize Winner Announced

Grand Prize Includes VIP Visits to Highclere Castle and Selfridges & Co

Boston, MA, July 15, 2013 – Lucky entrant Gwen C. of Florida will be jetting across the pond 
to England this September as the winner of the 2013 MASTERPIECE Classic Sweepstakes. Her 
trip will include a VIP tour of Highclere Castle—the setting for Downton Abbey, the hit series 
shown on MASTERPIECE on PBS, led by Highclere proprietor Lord Carnarvon. Gwen will 
also enjoy afternoon tea at Highclere with Lady Carnarvon (author of Lady Almina & The Real 
Downton Abbey), a VIP tour of Kensington Palace, a behind-the-scenes tour of Selfridges & 
Co in London, and tea with Jessica Fellowes, author of The Chronicles of Downton Abbey, The 
World of Downton Abbey and Mud & the City: Dos and Don'ts for Townies in the Country.

"We are delighted to be welcoming Gwen to Highclere this September,” says Lady Carnarvon. 
“With over 40% of our visitors now coming from the US, Downton Abbey’s popularity has been 
fantastic for the Castle, enabling us to share our family’s 400 years at Highclere with a wider 
global audience."

In its third year, the MASTERPIECE Classic Sweepstakes continues to be a great success. The 
Sweepstakes is a collaboration between MASTERPIECE and VisitBritain, the national tourist 
board for England, Scotland and Wales. 

“Gwen will get to visit some of the most beautiful and fascinating locations in England, 
including Highclere Castle and Selfridges & Co,” says MASTERPIECE executive producer 
Rebecca Eaton. “This is the trip of a lifetime for any MASTERPIECE fan. Congratulations!”

The 2013 MASTERPIECE Classic Sweepstakes Grand Prize includes two round-trip economy 
class tickets for two adults to London aboard British Airways from any British Airways-operated 
U.S. gateway city at the time of travel; hotel accommodations for four consecutive nights (single 
standard room, double occupancy), including daily breakfast for two, at a Radisson Blu 
Edwardian Hotel in London; a VIP tour of Highclere Castle with Lord Carnarvon, including 
afternoon tea with Lady Carnarvon, author of Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey; a VIP 
tour of Kensington Palace including lunch; a behind-the-scenes tour of Selfridges & Co in 
London; afternoon tea at a London Radisson Blu Edwardian hotel with Jessica Fellowes, author 
of The Chronicles of Downton Abbey, The World of Downton Abbey and Mud and the City: Dos 
and Don'ts for Townies in the Country.

Information about MASTERPIECE can be found on the MASTERPIECE web site at 
pbs.org/masterpiece

Funding provided by

-more-



Special thanks to VisitBritain, British Airways, Radisson Blu Edwardian Hotels, Highclere Castle, Selfridges & Co, and Kensington 
Palace for contributing to the 2013 MASTERPIECE Classic Sweepstakes Grand Prize. VisitBritain, the national tourism agency, is 
responsible for inspiring the world to explore Britain and for developing the UK’s visitor economy. Americans made 2.8 million visits to 
the UK in 2012 and spent US $3.7 billion – placing them in the UK’s top three most important markets for visitors. The US remains top 
spot in terms of market value for inbound tourism. Visitors traveling to Britain can find out more information from www.visitbritain.us, 
plus purchase money and time saving local transport, sightseeing, attraction, theatre and tour tickets from www.visitbritainshop.us. 
Follow us on Twitter @VisitBritain and Facebook: LoveUK & LoveUK Film & TV.

MASTERPIECE on PBS is presented by WGBH Boston. Rebecca Eaton is executive producer. Funding for MASTERPIECE is 
provided by Viking River Cruises and Ralph Lauren Corporation with additional support from public television viewers and contributors 
to The MASTERPIECE Trust, created to help ensure the series’ future.
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